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Midwest States at High Risk for Spring Flooding 
In 2019, states in the Midwest were hit hard by �ooding with many areas still recovering. With soil above normal saturation rates and a 
wet winter, fear is rising that the spring of 2020 could potentially see high water once again in places that still haven�t fully recovered. 
Floods present obvious hazards, but even a�er the water has receded, there are still a number of hazards associated with cleanup 
activities. Workers responding to �ooded areas face the highest risk, but can protect themselves by being prepared. 
Safety during a �ood
� Do not drive or walk across �ooded roads. Nearly half of all �ood fatalities are vehicle-related. Six inches of standing water is enough to 
stall some cars. A foot of water can �oat a vehicle. Two feet of moving water could sweep a car away. 
� Follow evacuation orders. If evacuation appears necessary, turn o� utilities at the manpower switch and close the main gas valve. 
� Never touch electrical equipment if it is wet or you�re standing in water. Power should be shut o� at the main breaker. If you are unable                
to access the main power switch without standing in water, then call an electrician to shut it o�. 
Safety a�er a �ood
Beware of chemical and biological hazards that may be present in �oodwaters. Due to contamination from untreated raw sewage, dead 
animals, rotting food, etc, contact with �oodwaters should be avoided if possible. If any open cuts or sores are exposed to �oodwater, 
wash them with soap and apply an antibiotic ointment to discourage infection. 

Additional Info: Be Prepared for  Flood;  Protecting Employees from the Hazards of Flooding;  OSHA Flood Preparedness;  
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Coronavirus Disease 2019
Find the latest resources and information at cdc.gov
Symptoms of COVID-19 can include fever, cough, and 
shortness of breath. �e virus is thought to spread mainly from 
person-to-person. If you are sick and suspect you are infected 
with the virus you should stay home, except to get medical care. 
Wear a face mask and call ahead before visiting your doctor so 
the provider�s o�ce can take steps to keep others from 
becoming exposed. To help prevent the spread of infection 
cover your coughs and sneezes, wash your hands o�en with 
soap and water, and clean all �high-touch� surfaces daily. 

Employers should follow the interim guidance for businesses 
posted to cdc.gov. 

Mold is an obvious hazard a�er �ood waters recede. Make sure 
work areas are well ventilated, especially when using bleach to 
clean up mold. Use protection for your hands and eyes as well as 
respiratory protection such as an N-95 respirator.
Have an evacuation plan in place before a �ood occurs. 
What should you have in your evacuation plan?
� Conditions that will activate the plan
� Chain of command
� Emergency functions and who will perform them
� Speci�c evacuation procedures, including routes and exits
� Procedures for accounting for personnel, customers and visitors
� Equipment for personnel
� Review the plan with workers
For more information on creating an Emergency Action Plan 
Check out OSHA�s Evacuation Plans and Procedures eTool!






